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Background  

Hurricane Electric (HE) participates in more than 100 

Internet exchanges around the world.  Hƍl gdqd sn oqdrdms

our experiences and my reflections on how exchange point 

operators can attract members and promote peering.  



Things that Help us Most:  

1. List participants  

List participants on your website including their AS 

numbers, switch-fabric IPv4 and IPv6 addresses, and 

peering contact information. 

Make sure we can find your exchange in public directories. 



Why List Participants?  

Both current and prospective participants need this 

information to add peering sessions, increase peered 

traffic, and grow revenue. 

Network operators continuously evaluate additional IXPs 

for potential expansion. To make this determination they 

need participant AS numbers and, ideally, to see what 

prefixes those peers advertize to a route-server at the 

exchange.  

There are at least 2 ways to do this: locally and globally. 



 Seattle IX (SIX) Members Page  

https://www.seattleix.net/participants.htm  

https://www.seattleix.net/participants.htm


JSON API  

Many exchanges are starting to publish a list of their 

members in JSON format at a URL. This API allows 

anyone to automate collection of a current member list. 

https://ripe70.ripe.net/presentations/96-inex-ripe-

connectwg- amsterdam-2015-05-13.pdf 

https://github.com/euro-ix/json-schemas 

Open-source tools, like IXP-Manager, do it for you: 

https://github.com/inex/IXP-Manager 



2. Get Your Exchange Listed 

Publicly  



You put extensive effort into starting and running your exchange: 

You talked to network operators and recruited the participation. 

You negotiated with data center operators for space to install 

exchange switches. 

You obtained, deployed, and maintain hardware for the exchange. 

You catalyze ongoing communication between your participants. 

Taking the last step, publicizing your exchange, maximizes its value 

both to current participants and to those who could benefit from it. 

2. Get Your Exchange Listed 

Publicly  



https:// 

www.pch.net/ixpdir 

 

Email ixps@pch.net 

or talk with any PCH 

staffer you may 

encounter at a 

network operations 

meeting to get your 

exchange added.  

https://www.pch.net/ixpdir
https://www.pch.net/ixpdir
https://www.pch.net/ixpdir
https://www.pch.net/ixpdir
mailto:ixps@pch.net


https://www.peeringd

b.com 

  

Entries are created 

by network 

operators, not 

exchange operators. 

 

Encourage all your 

members to register 

and list themselves 

as being connected 

to your exchange - 

they will need to 

make the request to 

list your exchange. 

https://www.peeringdb.com/
https://www.peeringdb.com/
https://www.peeringdb.com/


https:// 

wikipedia.org/wiki/ 

List_of_Internet_exchange

_points  

 

Edit IXP list article to 

include information about 

your exchange. 

 

Monitor in case your entry 

is edited by others 

 

Consider creating a stand-

alone Wikipedia article 

about your exchange. 

https://wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Internet_exchange_points
https://wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Internet_exchange_points
https://wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Internet_exchange_points
https://wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Internet_exchange_points
https://wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Internet_exchange_points
https://wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Internet_exchange_points
https://wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Internet_exchange_points
https://wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Internet_exchange_points


http://www.internetexch

angemap.com  

 

No action needed: 

TeleGeography will pick 

up your information 

automatically if you are 

listed in the PCH IXP 

directory. 


